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Urgent update on new glargine insulin formulary change  

 
Unfortunately we now have two different preferred glargine insulins depending on insurance. 
 
SFHP medi-cal 
Basaglar (u-100 glargine), made by Lilly, was FDA approved in December 2016, and is now 
preferred on SFHP medi-cal's formulary. Lantus (also u-100 glargine), made by Sanofi, is no 
longer covered by SFHP medi-cal. Effective 2/15/2017, Basaglar is preferred over Lantus for 
new starts. Patients who have been using Lantus in the last 3 months will be allowed to 
continue temporarily to avoid patients not getting insulin refills.  However, patients should be 
switched to Basaglar within the next 6 months. Pharmacists will not be able to automatically 
change Lantus to Basaglar. New prescriptions must come from health care providers. 
 
Dosing for Basaglar is the same as dosing for Lantus. Basaglar is only available as a Kwikpen 
(not vials). Each 3 mL Kwikpen contains 300 units of Basaglar, and there are 5 pens per box. 
Calculate the number of boxes needed per month accordingly. Pen needles must be prescribed 
separately. Store new unopened Basaglar Kwikpens in the refrigerator until expiration date. In-
use Basaglar Kwikpens should be kept at room temperature (below 86F) and can be used for up 
to 28 days.  
 
See our review of Basaglar in the September 2016 issue of "The Point." http://in-
sfghweb01/DMresource/DiabetesDocuments/Newsletters/The%20Point%202016%20SEPT.pdf 

http://in-sfghweb01/DMresource/DiabetesDocuments/Newsletters/The%20Point%202016%20SEPT.pdf
http://in-sfghweb01/DMresource/DiabetesDocuments/Newsletters/The%20Point%202016%20SEPT.pdf


 
Healthy San Francisco 
Lantus (u-100 glargine) is still formulary for HSF; Basaglar is not covered. This is due to 
different pricing and the pricing is such that it is necessary despite the confusion. For HSF, type 
1s can get Lantus without PA; type 2s must start with NPH, and may change to Lantus if they 
experience overnight hypoglycemia. Remember, for many of our patients who overeat, NPH 
may be advantageous because you can give more during the day to cover the food, and less at 
night.   
 
 
 
 

Diabetes Resource Website:  

http://in-sfghweb01/DMresource/DiabetesMain.htm 
 
 
 
 
 

And one more thing...! Many thanks to Debbie Heuerman, NP, who has been the 
main executor and developer of this timely electronic newsletter since its inception, setting the 
bar for how best to summarize complicated information into pithy, actionable clinical decisions-
-truly making diabetes care easier, better, less frustrating and more fun. While we are sad that 
Debbie has transitioned out of Diabetes Clinic, we are lucky she remains within ZSFG.  
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